
 

  

Hoover Krispy Kreme hosts Dixie Vintage Auto Club  events 
each month.  Join us for a free coffee and donut. 
 

Monday May 23, 6:30 pm Dixie Vintage Automobile Club 
Monthly Business Meeting Richard's BBQ, 2409 Acton Rd # 
153 Gary Adams  205-706-7614 
 

Saturday June 4, 8 am-Noon Dixie Vintage Antique Automo-
bile Club FIRST SATURDAY KRISPY KREME COFFEE CRUISE 
IN, Highway 31 Hoover.  Gary Adams  205-706-7614 
 

Saturday June 18, 4:30 pm-8:30 pm Dixie Vintage Antique 
Automobile Club THIRD SATURDAY PELHAM TOWNE CEN-
TRE CRUISE IN, 365 Huntley Parkway, Pelham.  Gary Adams  
205-706-7614 
 

Saturday July 2, 8 am-Noon Dixie Vintage Antique Automo-
bile Club FIRST SATURDAY KRISPY KREME COFFEE CRUISE 
IN, Highway 31 Hoover.  Gary Adams 205-706-7614 
 

Saturday July 16, 4:30τ8:30 pm Dixie Vintage Antique 
Automobile Club THIRD SATURDAY PELHAM TOWNE CEN-
TRE CRUISE IN, 365 Huntley Parkway, Pelham.  Gary Adams  
205-706-7614 
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JAMES LAMON, LIFETIME  
DIXIE VINTAGE MEMBER DIES 

Gary Adams 

   James Lamon, lifetime 
member of Dixie Vintage, 
passed away on May 16, at age 
91.  James will be remembered 
by all Dixie Vintage members 
as well as local car enthusiast 
as an extraordinarily nice per-
son that did exceptionally 
good things for people. 
 James Lamon served 
our country in the South Pa-
cific theater for five years dur-
ing World War II and came 
home a Sergeant.  Upon his return from service he worked 
for Don Drennon as a transmission repairman and opened 
his own business in 1973.  James loved his work and built 
his reputation on honesty and fairness.  He continued 
working on transmissions after retirement, repairing my 
1955 Ford transmission, and many other antique transmis-
sions for local car collectors.  James and his wife of 63 
years, Mildred, owned a beautifully restored 1932 Chevro-
let.  Together they attended many car shows over the 
years and contributed significantly to the success of Dixie 
Vintage. 
 Woodworking was another hobby that James La-
mon enjoyed.  He spent many hours in his Bluff Park work-
shop turning out very useful jar openers and wooden 
stamp dispensers, and many other useful items, to give to 
his friends.  I still have my jar opener and we use it often.  
James was deeply loved by his Dixie Vintage friends and we 

 
(Left:) The Birmingham Caro-
lina Shag Dancers provide en-
tertainment May 21st at Pel-
ham Towne Centre Cruise In.   
 
 
(Right) Can you identify the 
feet resting in this car?  Were 
these puppies that tired?  Or 
did they just forget the shoes? 
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Dixie Vintage Antique 
Automobile Club  
5062 Lake Crest Circle  

Hoover, AL 35226  

  
 The Dixie Vintage 

Antique Automobile Club Newsletter is published 
monthly by Dixie Vintage Antique Automobile Club, 
an independent Alabama nonprofit organization.  
Our purpose is to serve, promote and report news 
about Dixie Vintage Antique Automobile Club and 
its membership.  
 Monthly meetings and activities are con-
ducted in a variety of locations.  We encourage 
membership from other automobile clubs and or-
phan marques.  
 The only requirement to become a member 
of Dixie Vintage Antique Automobile Club is an in-
terest in the history and preservation of automo-
biles.  Complete and submit the application at the 
back of this issue to apply for membership.  
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Welcome to Our New Members  
 

 Dixie Vintage Auto Club is pleased to welcome 
Yates Terrell, Dustin Foley, Tommy Nix, James Shi-
kany, Steve Johnson, Chris Townsley, Philip Eggers, 
Dwayne Cranfield, Charles Nevins, Pat Callahan,  
Doug Hamilton & Joe Alfano.  Please extend them a 
hearty Dixie Vintage welcome.  Thanks to each of you 
for making our club the interesting and fun organization 
it is. 

Jim Cox Update  
 

 I talked with Jim again on Thursday May 19.  
He continues to improve and is feeling much better.  
He plans to go to Cullman for the show there on Satur-
day may 21.  His doctors currently plan six more weeks 
of chemo.  Jim hopes to attend Krispy Kreme on June 4.  
Keep him in your prayers.  

 The California Special was a marketing initiative by 
Ford to reinvigorate Mustang sales for 1968. Inspired by the 
{ƘŜƭōȅ aǳǎǘŀƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ Σ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ά/{κ
D¢έ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άǇƻƻǊ ƳŀƴΩǎ {ƘŜƭōȅέΦ  Lǘ ƘŀŘ 
some Shelby features such as the fog lamps, hood pins, side 
air scoops, and the Shelby fiberglass rear spoiler and Thun-
derbird tail lights.  4,118 CS/GTs were produced, all at the 
San Jose plant. 
 This California Special was purchased in San Jose 
from the second owner.  It has the 289 ci  V-у όƭŀǘŜǊ Ψсу 
models changed to 302 ci).  I purchased it on E-Bay after 
authenticating  it as a true California Special (MARTI report).  
The car was driven to Birmingham in less than two days. 

1968 California Special Mustang  
Ashley Curry  

mailto:gadams2@bellsouth.net
mailto:jcox2337@charter.net
mailto:doublesonly@bellsouth.net
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Williamson Appointed Dixie  
  Vintage Activity Director  

  Dale Baker  
 

 President Gary Adams 
has appointed Chris Williamson to 
serve as Activity Director for the 
remainder of this year.  Chris is an 
avid car buff and most of you re-
member seeing him driving his 
1973 Volkswagen Super Beetle 
sedan.  If you have any ideas on 
fund raising events, or other ac-
tivities the club might want to 
consider, please send it to Chris:  
chris-williamson@ipacc.com 

 

TOM WARREN TO SERVE AS DIXIE  
   VINTAGE NAME TAG CZAR  

Gary Adams  
 

 We have 
ŜƴƭƛǎǘŜŘ ¢ƻƳ ²ŀǊǊŜƴΩǎ 
help with Club name 
tags.  Tom has some 
name tags ready to go.  
You may also order 
and pick up your name 
tags at most Dixie Vin-
tage events. The price 

is only $7.30.  If you wish to order a Dixie Vintage name tag 
or  check on yours, please contact Tom at  205-823-6302 or  
 warentb@bellsouth.net 

YOUR NAME 

 

Making It My Own  
Tim Stout 

 

Part 3 

Out of My Hands 
 

 When I received the news from the machinist, it 
ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǿƘŀǘ L ƘŀŘ ƘƻǇŜŘΦ LΩƭƭ ōŜ ōǊƛŜŦ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ 
stuff. According to his measurements the cylinders were 
from 3.265 to 3.269. The original size was 3.25. So as it 
stands the machinist will do a .030 oversize in the cylinders. 
The crankshaft was in very good condition. You could feel a 
ridge with your fingernail at the oil flow where connecting 
rods were attached. To correct this we will only have to 
go .010 undersize on the rods and mains.  

You would think that any car with only about 45 
thousand miles would not have that much wear in the cylin-
ders. The only explanation I can surmise is that because this 
was a hearse, there was an excessive amount of idle time. 
Add to this the fact that what I found inside the engine 
block was a tremendous amount of sludge and tar, and I 

doubt if the car ever went over 45mph. Everything inside 
the engine was deeply coated in goo. It still had an original, 
optional Packard oil filter attached that looks as though it 

had never been changed. These were solid steel canisters 
that had to have the lines removed to change and were gen-
erally found on these commercial vehicles. How effective do 
you think a filter would be after 7 decades? 

Once the information about wear was given to me, 
I ordered the parts needed. It was only about 6 days when 
the material to rebuild arrived. Going through the order 
showed a few items missing and a few that were incorrect. 
With a call, the order was straightened out without dispute 
and the replacement parts were sent. Or so I thought. I 
called a week later and asked where the items were and I 
ǿŀǎ ǘƻƭŘΣ ά²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛǘŜƳǎΦέ ²ŜƭƭΣ 
how nice. He has my phone number, my email address and, 
oh yeah, my money, so no big hurry on his part. This incor-
rect order caused another 2-week delay.  

Well, anyone that has done a large project and it 
Ƙŀǎ άŘƻǿƴ ǘƛƳŜέΣ ǿƛƭƭ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŜŀŘŜŘ άƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ 
ŎǊŜŜǇέΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƴŀƎ ǘƘŀǘΤ ά²ŜƭƭΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ L ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜ 
ǘƛƳŜΣ L ǘƘƛƴƪ LΩƭƭ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ this-or-ǘƘŀǘέ. My mission creep in-
volved the steering gear box. Mike noticed some slop in the 
pitman arm movement and since it did leak gear oil, quite 
easily talked me into removing it too. Long story short, we 
cleaned out the box, replaced the seal and removed 2 shims 
to tighten the gears. Even though the bearings had some 
ǇƭŀȅΣ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŀŦŦƻǊŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǘƻ ǎƘƛǇ 
that off to replace the bearings now. This can be done rela-
tively easily in the distant future. 

As we piddled with the steering and waited for the 
engine rebuild process to get rolling along, the front-end 
work at the other machine shop looked very promising. The 
gentleman that was going to do the work had some experi-
ence with king pins and older cars but nothing 72 years old. 
He was quite happy to see that I had the two front-end 
pieces removed from the car and cleaned and that I had the 
correct parts for replacing the king pins, pivot pins and the 
steering and shock bushings. 

Since he said it would be about 10 days before he 
was finished, I called the shop on the 11th day. The shop 

mailto:warrentb@bellsouth.net
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4th Saturday 5:50ñ8:30 AprilñSeptember  

Talladega Classic Car Club Cruise In 
Behind McDonaldõs 

Music by Alison Mitchell  

Non Dixie Vintage  

Activities & Events  

Saturday June 25th 12 Noonñ10pm 
I Rode the Loop Cruise 

Winfield, AL  
Whit Miles 205-412-1655  

www.facebook.com/irodetheloop  

Saturday July 30 8amñ5pm  
Sunday July 31st 9am -1pm 
1st Hoover City Car Show 
Veterans Park, Valleydale 
To benefit Magic Moments  

Preregister before July 15th, $25 
Bob McCary 

2200 South Sander Circle 
Hoover, Al 35226 

205-823-0397 

foreman sadly informed me that his brother had been killed 
in an auto accident and that he was out that week. When 
you are presented with situations like this, if you do not 
stop and put things into perspective, even briefly, you are 
dead inside. So after the week went by I dropped by to offer 
my condolences and to see where the project would now 
fall in his priority list. He said he had one side disassembled 
when he had to leave and said that that side was done and 
the other would be finished by the end of the week. 

Sure enough, I picked it up later that week for a 
weekend of reassembly. Even though neither of us had re-
moved a set of springs before, Mike was able to concoct a 
Rube Goldberg type arrangement bracing against the over-
ƘŜŀŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ с Ŧǘ ƭƻƴƎ п·пΦ [ŜǘΩǎ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅΣ h{I! ǿƻǳƭŘ 
ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘΦ CƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜ ōǳǘ ƛǘ 
was the only way to get the job done. One wrong move and 
there would have been teeth, hair and eyeballs all over my 
garage! 

I was very excited to finally be putting things back 
together all shiny and new-ish looking. As the tie rods were 
being put in place, as we turned the wheel from one ex-
treme to the other, the tie rods would rub inside the torque 
ŀǊƳǎΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ L ƘŀŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ǘƛŜ ǊƻŘ ŜƴŘǎ ǎƻ 
we changed them thinking this would change the clearance. 
No dice. Tracing things back Mike noticed that the pivot arm 
thrust bearings hade been placed in front of the upright 
instead of the back. This was something he had mentioned 
ŀǎ ƴƻǘ άƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǊƛƎƘǘέ before we started reassembly. Now 
we get to disassemble the front end again, order a new 
pivot pin kit and bring it to the front-end machinist again, 
Aaaargh! Then we get to put it back together again.  

My theory as to what had happened is that when 
the front end guy was gone because of the death in his fam-
ily, he was mentally distracted, looked at the other front 

end piece and put the thrust bearing on the wrong side. 
Once that was done, the die was cast and the other would 
be done just like the first. As with so many things in life, you 
miss one small detail along the way and it snowballs. Since 
Mike had another job that would take him out of state for 
the next 2 weeks. Round two of the front-end experience 
would have to wait. 

When we got back to stripping down the front-end, 
at first it looked like it would be a tough fight. The spring 
ŎƻƳǇǊŜǎǎƻǊǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƭȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ 
the spring wells is such that the compressors can only go in 
one place to work. Since springs are both round and curled, 
the compressor mechanism just kept shifting. After about 
15 minutes of set, remove, set, remove, it finally caught. 
From that point it went quickly and we had the suspension 
dismantled in about 90 minutes. That was much better than 
our first try of about 3 hours. 

The day prior to round two of the suspension, the 
engine shop called to let me know the engine would be 
ready by Monday. Wonderful!, kind of, now the one thing 
ǘƘŀǘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƛŘΦ L ǿŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ 
more time than projects, to more projects than time. Time 
to set the keyboard aside and pick the wrenches back up. 
aŀƪƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƘƛƴƎΦ 
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   Founded 1959 

Dixie Vintage Antique  

 Automobile Club, Inc.  
A Non -Profit Organization  

www.dixievintageautoclub.com  
 

5062 Lake Crest Circle  

Hoover, AL 35226  

 

 

Membership Application  

 

The only pre-requisite for membership in this organization 
is an interest in the history and preservation of automobiles. 

     
 

Dues are $10 annually.  Mail your check to: 

Jim Likis  
4572 Eagle Point Drive  
Birmingham, AL 35242   

                                                                                                                                                                                                     
 Name_________________________Spouse__________________ Date ____________________  
 
 Address________________________________________________________________________  
 
 City________________________________  State  ___________ Zip__________________  
 
 Email______________________________________Telephone ___________________________                                                   

 
Car(s) Owned  

 
 1. Year______Model________________ Body Style____________________________________  
 
 2. Year______Model________________ Body Style____________________________________  

  
 3. Year______Model________________ Body Style____________________________________  
 
 Recommending Member __________________________________________________________  
 
 Recommending Member __________________________________________________________  
 
 Recommending Officer   __________________________________________________________   
 
 Date Membership Approved Application _____________________________________________  
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Dixie Vintage Antique  
Automobile Club, Inc.  
312 Trace Ridge Road 

Hoover, AL 35244 
 

www.dixievintageautoclub.com  
 

A Non-Profit Organization 

Founded 1959 

Join us every first Saturday morning 8-12 
at Krispy Kreme Donuts on Highway 31 in Hoover for free donuts and coffee,  

and a really great  variety of automobiles. 

       

You never know what kind of cars will show at a Dixie Vintage Cruise In.  Here are two great examples 
from the May 21st gathering at the Pelham Towne Centre.  What a beautiful ó57 Olds convertible.  And 
that power plant on the right is awesome. 


